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Welcome to Your Summer Learning Packet!
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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Students,

Thank you for a truly wonderful and successful school year! We are so incredibly proud of the growth,
hard work, and dedication our students have shown over the past ten months.

To keep that momentum going and avoid the "summer slide,” we have put together this reading and
math packet. Taking just a little time each week t0 read and practice math skiils will ensure our students
walk into their new classrooms in August feeling confident, prepared, and ready to succeed.

| () Important Dates & Reminders
« Summer Packet Due Date: All completed packets are due by Monday, August 17, 2026.
o Elementary Students: Turn packets in to your homeroom teacher.
o Middle School Students: Turn packets in to your reading teacher.

« Meet & Greet: Wednesday, August 12, 2026. Specific times for each grade level will be sent out
soon via our school messaging application.

+ First Day of School: Thursday, August 13, 2026. We can’t wait to welcome everyone back!

%" Stay Connected This Summer

We will continue to send out important updates, schedules, and reminders throughout the summer
break. Please take a moment to ensure the main office has your preferred email address and updated
phone number so you don't miss any critical announcements.

Thankyou for your continued partnership and support. Have a safe, fun, and relaxing summer vacation,
and don't forget to keep reading!

Warm regards,

W, @, Peueds, Princigal




e - -939.6:2027-Middle School-Supply List——

Al students need to bring their Electronic Demces Charged Every day.

Vo 6-8TH GRADE MATH
Scientific Calculator TI30XA Opptional Graph Paper
{ONLY 8% grade) : Electronic device to access internet

1 ¥ inch Binder Red and Blue pens

5 Dividers (1) Composition notebook
Pencils Basic Calculator

Erasers ' (1) Folder

Ruler Highlighter

Folder

2)Composition Golliege otebook DryErase

Lined college ruled paper Eraser Tops Donation List:

1 plastic red folder with pockets & prongs Electronic Device 1 Ream of white or colored cardstock
1 plastic purple folder with pockets & prongs Lysel disinfecting spray

Wired Headphones (NG BLUETOOTH ALLOWED) Paper towels

4 Reams of copy paper Gallon size Ziploc bags -

Pencils Disinfecting wipes

100 count 3x5 index cards

Highiighters

- 6-8TH SOCIAL STUDIES

Pencus

Highlighters
LComposition Notebook
Mobile Device

* 6-8TH GRADE SCIENCE

iysol Disinfectant Spray
{2} Reams of Copy paper
Paper Towels
Composition notebook

6-8TH GRADEELECTIVES -
£lectronic Device {Laptop OR Ipad)
{1} Spiral note

Pre-Sharpened pencils

Pencil box or pencit pouch

geladpi;ones . Sharpened pencils (? packs oi gralyonds o
Ro ;}re pencils Disinfectant wipes {(2§ pacts of ;\go 0:(‘8 encils
uler Wired Headpheones : packs of Markers

{3) Reams of paper Pancils Wired Headphones

{5} glue sticks _ Pen (1) Scissors

1 box of colored pencils NO CRAYONS Electronic Device (3) Reams of copy paper
{1) Red pen

Glue ***DONATIONS***
(Laptop OR tpad) Glarox wipes/ Baby Wipes and Lysol spray
Individual candy for treats and rewards
Tissues and Paper towel
0ld Magazines (child appropriate)

" CAT MAGNET Supplies

1 photo ink tank 251 Canon Pixma Chroma Life 100 in any of &2
the following colors: Yellow, Magenta, Cyan, Gray, Black, or 261 @“ﬂ{
Hard bound Sketchbook EGBg (th??;t tr;}eede;i 251dGra11y) ign]y C!iN()Ji{\jl braim’:[i g!easi other
1 2511 (o spira vands shift the cotor and clog the printer) due 1st 9 weeks

B

Portfolio 20x26 or smaller
any material

Point and Shoot Digital Camera
4GB tol16GR USB

1 box of Pro Photo Paper 19" x 13" for
ink jet printer {Matte or Luster) Canor.
{NO glossy please)

Ebony Pencils

fine point Sharpie
Magic Rub Eraser
2 packs of Lysol Wipes (lemon only)




SOUTH MIAMI K-8

EXPRESSIVE ARTS MAGNET

SOUTH MIAMI K-8 CENTER MIDDLE SCHOOL
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

2026-2027 SCHOOLYEAR

This summer, jump into endless adventures with the Miami-Dade County Public Library System! All Miami-Dade
public libraries are open, and students can explore thousands of FREE hooks, eBooks, audiobooks, comics, and
more. Discover your next favorite story and enjoy unlimited access all summer long at hitps://catalog. mdpls.org.

1. Choose your books. All books must be selected from the approved list at read. dadeschools.net and

should fall within the 5-8 grade -level range. Be sure to review the list carefully before making your
choice!
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Approved Middle Schoof Fiction list Approved Midedle School Nen-Fiction List
All books must be selected from the approved lists found at . 1 t

heoming 6 Grad
F or your summer readmg, you need to pick 2 bcuks within the grade-level range of 5-8.

B 1 Fiction book (from the approved Fiction List) for Book Project 1

For your summer rsadmg, you ne;ed‘tb. pmk 2 bd(')l;s"witﬂin the grédé-level fahge of 5-8.

1 Fiction book (from the approved FictionAList) for Book Project 1

g 1 Non—F tctwn book (from the approved WNon-Fiction LlSt) for Book Prolect 2 _
- ‘Incoming 8%'Grade; - _ SR
For your summer readmg, YOu need to pick 2 books within the grade—level rauge of 5~8.

B 1 Fiction book (from the approved Fiction List) for Book Project 1

\_@ 1. Non-Fiction book (from the approved Non-Fiction List) for Book Project 2

2. Complete the Summer Reading Assignment. After choosing books, complete the activities below.

Language Arts teachers will be collecting the summer reading assignment during the third week of
the 2025-2026 school year, starting the week of August 25, 2025, Be sure to have yours ready!



Uniform Guidelines

SOUTH MIAMI K-8

EXPRESSIVE ARTS MAGNET

SCHOOL BOARD POLICY 5511, DRESS CODE AND SCHOOL UNIFORMS, REQUIRES ALL
STUDENTS IN GRADES K-8 (ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, K-8 CENTERS, AND MIDDLE SCHOOLS)
TO PARTICIPATE IN A MANDATORY SCHOOL. UNIFORM PROGRAM.

TO STREAMLINE OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS, THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED TO PROMOTE THE SAFETY AND DISCIPLINE IN OUR SCHOOL
ENVIORNMENT. UNIEFORMS, AS SPECIFIED, MUST BE WORN EVERYDAY, REGARDLESS OF
WEATHER CONDITIONS.

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS (VPK-5"" GRADE)

POLO SHIRTS ONLY: Red or Navy Blue

BOTTOMS: Uniform style Shorts, Pants Khaki or Navy Blue, Skorts (Knee length)
DRESSES: Uniform dress, Red or Navy Blue (Knee Length)

SHOES: Closed-toe-shoes only

SWEATSHIRTS, SWEATERS OR JACKETS: Zippered Plain/Solid Black, Gray, Navy Blue {(No
Graphics), NO HOODIES

SECONDARY STUDENTS (6™ -8"" GRADE)

POLO SHIRTS ONLY: Gold or Burgundy Polo Shirt

BOTTOMS: Uniform style pants Khaki or Black, Tailored Bermudas (Knee Length)
Khaki or Black

SHOES: Closed-toe-shoes only
SWEATSHIRTS, SWEATERS OR JACKETS: Zippered Plain/Solid Black, Gray, Navy
Blue (No Graphics). NO HOODIES '

ERIDAYS: Spirit Shirt or Magnet Shirt and Uniform bottoms.

Mandatory Field Trip Attire: Spirit Shirt or Magnet Shirt and uniform
bottoms.

PrekK-8 NOT PERMITTED

Jeans, sweatpants, cargo pants, leggings, yoga pants, crocs, hoodies, sandals.
No oversized jackets, pants, sweaishirts, or sweaters.



7 SUMMER READING PROJECT
Student Name: Grade:

Book 1 Fiction

The “One-Pager”

1. Whrite the title of the book, the author’s name, date, and your name. Be sure this information is
presented clearly and boldly on the page. (8.x5” x 11 paper) — 10 points

2. Write a summary of the book that tells the beginning, middle, and end of the story in under 500 words.
This summary should explain the who, what, where, when, and how of the story. Remember, a sammary
does not tell the side details, only the main details of the story (the plot line). —20 points

3, Create a list of at least 5 — 10 vocabulary words that you struggled with or found interesting in the

book. Next to each word write the page number where the word can be found in the book as well as the
definition of the word and the part of speech. - 20 points

4. Text to Self-Connection: Write at least 2-3 connections you made to the book. Explain how certain
events in the book resonated with you or connected with you in the same way. - 10 points

5. Create an Info graphic: digital or by hand. Infographics summarize and synthesize key parts of a novel
using visuals, colors, and organized information. These can be created digitally (Canva, Google Slides,
Padlet, Power Point) OR by hand (poster board)-40 points

Plot Diagram Infographie (sections to be included below)

visual arc with labeled sections:

= Exposition
Rising Action
Climax
Falling Action
Resolution

o Key events are summarized at each point: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and
resolution. '

« Symbols or images for major events
Helpful videos:

» How to use Padlet-Beginners Tutorial:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?7v=qqGhc WG6e2g

» How to use Canva (free through Clever for students)
https://www.canva.com/design-school/

> How to Make Infographic In Canva

» Get a Miami-Dade Library Card: hitps://mdpls.org/library-card




Book 2 Nonfiction

Create A “Real-World Impact Report" Book report should include the following sections:

A. Book Summary (1 paragraph)
Briefly summarize the book's topic, main points, and the author's purpose. 20 points

B. Key Figure or Idea (1-2 paragraphs)
Focus on one person, event, or idea from the book that you found most significant. 10

C. Real-World Connection (2-3 paragraphs)

Explain how this person/cvent/idea has had a real-world impact. 10
You may explore:

» Social or cultural change
» Scientific or historical importance

» Personal inspiration or relevance today

D. Visual Component Create a visual that reflects your chosen focus. 40 points

Pick 1 idea from Jist below:

e “Teach the Class” Presentation: prepare a short (5-8 minutes), illustrated presentation to “teach”

classmates about the book’s topic. Format options: Power Point, padlet.com OR poster board with
visuals.

Historical Diorama or Scene: Recreate a scene from the book in a 3D format using a shoebox,
cardboard, or any container. Examples; A courtroom during a major trial; A scientist’s lab where a
discovery happened; important event in history. [nclade: Mini characters or figures (made from. clay,
paper, LEGO, etc.); background scenery (painted, drawn, or crafted); include labels or signs to
identify what's happening along with summary strips of writing with information.

Timeline of Journevy Map: Design a 3D or fold-out timeline using paper, poster board, cardboard,
or string with labels for key life events, locations, or furning points in your book. Examples:

» A fold-out timeline of a historical figure’s life
> A string map connecting places someone traveled to
» A path showing how an invention progressed over time

Include:

> At least 6 labeled events or milestones
» Dates, brief captions, and small visuals or objects along the path

I, acknowledge that my child, , tead BOTH
summer reading books in their entirety and completed the required activities. I understand the grade earned
on this assignment is the grade he/she will start off with for the 1* quarter of the school.

Parent Signature:
Student Signature:

Date:
Date:
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vPREPARING FLORIDA CHILDREN
FOR A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE

The B.E.ST. Standards for English Language Arts (ELA)
are literacy standards for Florida students that will shape . T
X . . . d t for literature f hist
their education and make Florida the most literate state . A deep raspect for :_era ure fram Ristoric

THESE STANDARDS EMPHASIZE:

 Explicit and systematic phonics ihs'tr_u_ctio‘ri )
Critical thinking skills '

time periods. )
in th-e nation. The B.E.S.T: Standards will pave the way for Knowledge building through content-rich
Florida students to receive a world-class education and texts -

prepare them for a successful future.

Education leaders across the state of Florida improved the academic content starrdards, creating
new expectations for what students need to know and be able to do. These benchmarks are goais

that students are expected to achieve by the end of the school year. The B.E.ST. Standards are
designed to ensure that all students reach their greatest potential.

, Preparingyour éhild for success begins in Kinderga_r_it_en'and .conﬁnures as your child moves up through
each grade. This guide will support parents and families with childrén in eighth grade by helping you:’

?{3‘« P IO

Fi b

with your child’s teachers
about what he/she will be
learning in the dassroom.

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS IN EIGHTH GRADE: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS EXPECTATIONS:

» Demonstrating an understanding of spoken words, « Cite evidence to explain and Justify reasoning.
syllables and sounds. « Read and comprehend grade-level complex texts proficiently.
« Knowing and applying strategies to decode/encade

A - . . » Make inferencesto ort comprehension.
{taking words apart/putting words together) multisyllabic & friere .ces SUpp ) @ pre' n .
words. « Use appropriate collaborative techniques and active
) ‘ . . listening skills when engaging in discussions in a variety of
« Reading grade-level texts with accuracy, automaticity and

‘ < ) situations.
appropriate prosocy or expression. « Use the accepted rules governing a specific format to
create quality work.

« Use appropriate voice and tone when speaking or writing.




You can encourage learning English language arts at home in ways that are fun for you and your child,
Try these ideas aler school, on weekends and during the summer:

{ Encourage your child to use book trailers to select a first, second and third choice to read. Ask him/her to tell you why and
how each video made a book sound interesting. Go to the library to check out and read those top choices.

¥ Set up and carry out a family debate night on a topic that interests your child. Incorporate the principles of argument into
your more informal discussions with your child.

J Encourage your student to see, understand and explain both sides of situations or conflicts.

« Find and post a family word of the week or month. Learn the word and use it in conversations with one another as well as
' written communication when opportunities arise.

@ Be frequent visitors to your local public fibrary. Let him/her see you choosing, checking out and enjoying books.

Work with your child to develop a personal résumé and portfolio and practice filling out electronic applications.

9/11 Addlress to the Nation by George W, Bush
Parsley by Rita Dove

The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

1 Wil Always White Back by Caitlin Alifirenka and Liz Welch
Swiss Family Robinson by Johann David Wyss

The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald

A Day that Wil Live in Infamy by Franklin Roosevelt

The Bells by Edgar Allan Poe

We Real Cool by Gwendolyn Brooks

Lang Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela

Team Moon: How 450,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon
by Catherine Thimmesh

The Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane by Russell Freedman
Air't 1a Woman? by Scjourner Truth

The Cremation of Sam McGee by Robert Service

What Does American Democracy Mean to Me? by Mary Mcleod Bethune
Rip Van Winkle by Washington Irving

The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Things Fali Apart by Chinua Achebe

Blessings of Liberty and Education by Frederick Douglass

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girf by Anne Frank

Shane by Jack Schaefer

The Chosen by Chaim Potok

To Kill a Miockingbird by Harper Lee

Introduction ta Poetry by Billy Collins

The Raven by Edgar Allan Poe

Dr. Jekyi and M. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight by Gawain Poet (unknown)

The Hobbit by 1.R.R. Tolkien

Trapped by Marc Aronson




ANALYZE: To study or examine something in detail in order to discover more about if.

ARGUMENT: A coherent series of reasons, statements or facts intended to support or establish
a point of view.

AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE: In informational text, the author’s attitude toward a topic or subject.

AUTHOR’S PURPOSE: The reason an author has for writing a text and engaging their audience;
these reasons often overlap {e.g., persuade, inform, entertain).

CENTRAL IDEA: The most important or central thought unifying elements of a text.

EPIC (POEM): A long narrative poem in elevated style recounting the deeds of a legendary or
historic hero.

EVALUATE: To judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount or value of something.
EXPOSITORY: Explaining or describing something.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE: Language characterized by figures of speech {e.g., metaphor, symbolism}.
INFER: To form an opinion from evidence; to reach a conclusion based on known facts.
NARRATIVE: Something (as a story) that is told in full detail.

PARAPHRASE: To say something that someone else has said or written using different words.
PERSPECTIVE: A particular attitude toward or way of regarding something.

RHETORIC: The art or skill of speaking or writing formally and effectively especially as a way to
persuade or influence people.

RHETORICAL APPEALS: The writing an author uses to appeal to credibility, ethics, moral principles,
time, place, logic, reason and/or emotion.

SYSTEMATIC INSTRUCTION: A carefully thought out and planned sequence of instruction.
TEXT: Anything that conveys a set of meanings to the person who examines it.

TEXT FEATURES: The components of a story or article that are not the main body of the text

including the table of contents, index, glossary, headings, bold words, sidebars, pictures an
captions and labeled diagrams.

TEXT STRUCTURES: Structures used to organize information in a text {e.g., chronology, comparison
and cause and effect).

THEME: The underlying message or big idea of a talk, book, film or other work.




